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SUBJECT: CASTRO AND BURNHAM TO TRAVEL TOGETHER TO NON- 
ALIGNED CONPERENCE 

REF: A. STATE 169519 

B. KINGSTON 2893 

C. PORT OP SPAIN 1039 

1 . SAW RAMPHAL THIS MORNING AS INSTRUCTED REF A, AND 
CONVEYED US VIEWS ON BURNHAM TRAVELING TO ALGIERS WITH CASTRO. 
RAMPHAL LISTENED ATTENTIVELY AND RESPONDED THOUGHTPULLY, 
ADMITTING RISKS CERTAINLY EXISTED. 

2. RAMPHAL THEN LAUNCHED INTO LENGTHY EXPLANATION OP HOW INITIAL 
DECISION PARTICPATE IN INAUGURAL PLIGHT NEW CUBAN/CARIBBEAN - APRICA 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 GEORGE 01278 251755Z 

AIR LINK TAKING CUBAN PRESIDENT DORTICOS TO ALGIERS, TURNED INTO 
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COMMITTMENT BY BURNHAM TO TRAVEL WITH CASTRO. INIVITATION INITIALLY 
EXTENDED TO ALL LOUR CARIBBEAN COMMONWEALTH COUNTRIES. BARROW'S 
INITIAL ENTHUSIASM WANED AND NOW SENDING LONDON BASED REPRESENTATIVE 
AS OBSERVER TO ALGIERS. NOT REALLY ANTICIPATED THAT WILLIAMS WOULD 
GO BUT HE NOW ALSO SENDING EOREIGN BASED REPS (REETEL C), SO NO 
TRINIDADIAN DELEGATION WILL ACCOMPANY CASTRO. MANLEY, APPROACHED 
BY RAMPHAL HAD PROGRESSIVELY NEGATIVE REACTION AS REPORTED REE B. 
BURNHAM NOW LEET AS SOLE CARIBBEAN LEADER COMMITTED TO ACCOMPANY 
CASTRO. 

3. NEVERTHELESS, IT WOULD BE VERY DIEEICULT, SAID RAMPHAL, EOR 
BURNHAM TO RENEGE NOW. MATTER HAS TAKEN ON DOMESTIC POLITICAL 
OVERTONES AND HAS SERIOUS EOREIGN POLICY IMPLICATIONS PROM 
GUYANESE VIEWPOINT. TO DECIDE NOW NOT TO ACCOMPANY CASTRO WOULD 
EXPOSE BURNHAM TO CHARGES BY lAGAN OP SUCCUMBING TO US PRESSURE AND 
REDUCE HIS NON-ALIGNED CREDIBILITY AT ALGIERS. RAMPHAL CLEARLY 
PEELS BURNHAM'S CRIDIBILITY WOULD BE MORE DAMAGED BY WITH- 
DRAWAL THAN BY GOING AHEAD. RAMPHAL RELIEVES BURNHAM'S STATURE 
AND LSHANA'S INDEPENDANCE OP ACTION WILL BE PERPARVED BY GUYANA'S 
BEHAVIOR AT ALGIERS. 

4. RAMPHAL SAID CUBA'S UN PERM REP HAD COME TO GEORGETOWN 
OVER AUG 4-5 WEEKEND TO SOLICT SUPPORT EOR CUBA'S VIEW THAN 

ALTHOUGH THERE TWO SUPER-POWERS, PROM BOTH OP WHICH NON-ALIGNED 
NATIONS 

MUST REMAIN INDEPENDENT, ONLY ONE IS IMPERIALIST, I.E., US. 

IN ABSENCE BURNHAM AND RAMPHAL AT OTTAWA, CUBAN RECEIVED BY LLOYD 
SEARWAR, A COUNSELOR AT EOREIGN MINISTRY. ACCORDING TO RAMPHAL 
GUYANESE EVENTUAL RESPONSE WAS TO REJECT THIS VIEW AND TO INSIST 
NON-ALIGNMENT MEANT PRESERVATION OP INDEPENDENCE OP ACTION OP 
ALL DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. NEVERTHELESS, WHILE GUYANA 
MAINTAINS ITS OWN NON-ALIGNED POSITION, RAMPHAL SAID THERE 
LITTLE TO BE GAINED BY ANTAGONIZING CASTRO AS WOULD BE THE CASE 
IP BURNHAM SUDDENLY REPUSED TO ACCOMPANY HIM TO ALGIERS. 

5. COMMENT: RAMPHAL SAID HE WILL BE SEEING BURNHAM THIS 
APTERNOON AND WILL CONVEY MY REPRESENTATIONS TO HIM. IT VERY 
UNLIKELY, HOWEVER, THAT BURNHAM WILL RENEGE ON TRAVEL ARRANGE- 
MENTS. GUYANESE CLEARLY SOMEWHAT CONCERNED AT OUTCOME OP 
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COMPLEX CHAIN OF EVENTS WHICH HAS LEFT BURNHAM EXPOSED AS ONLY 
CARIBBEAN COMMONWEALTH LEADER TO HAVE CASTRO VISIT HIS CAPITOL 
AND WITH WHOM HE WILL ARRIVE IN ALGIERS. BURNHAM WILL, HOWEVER, 
PROBABLY MAKE THE BEST OF IT, AND IN TRYING TO ASSER HIS WON 
AND GUYANA'S INDEPENDENCE OP ACTION MIGHT WELL PROVE MORE 
MODERATE AND BALANCE AT ALGIERS THAN EXPECTED. 

SHERRY 
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